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And it must be obvious that it is impossible for the

spectacle-vendor to know whether there be a diminished
visual acuity or symptoms suggestive of serious muscular
trouble or of disease or that the application of a mydriatic
seems desirable, or that the condition seems complicated,
unless he does follow a proper routine when a customer
comes to him for optical aid.

Your article admits that in the great majority of cases
reading spectacles can be safely and well supplied by rule of
thumb without further examination than can be accom-
plished by any of the ordinary forms of optometer." Since
this is admitted, then surely must be the adaptation of
distance glasses, for whatever may be the error of refraction
in near vision such must also exist in distant vision ;
emmetropia being an exceptional condition, of course the

emmetropic presbyope is a rarity and even he would, later
on, become ametropic. The optician who does not test

sight cannot know to what cases he may safely supply
glasses and to what cases he should not ; again, if he is able
to discriminate by proper testing between the two, then
surely he must be in a position to supply the correction
where there is no indication of any trouble beyond that of
uncomplicated erroneous refraction. You say that in con-

sulting a medical man there is an "insurance against the
existence of any actual or incipient disease which the
spectacle-seller would be liable to overlook." This is indeed
a fact, and it emphasises the great necessity for the
education and certification of the refractionist in the work in
which he is daily engaged.

Technically educated opticians now begin to recognise
their own sphere and that of the medical man and this
obtains to an extent already out of proportion to what was
the case before the Spectacle Makers’ Company’s scheme
came into existence. The difference in this respect between
those opticians who have and those who have not yet asso-
ciated themselves with the Spectacle Makers’ Company is

. very marked. The principal point at issue in the optical
world at this moment is whether the Spectacle Makers’

Company shall crown their efforts for safeguarding the public
and regulating the status of the optical industry by adding
to their present examination one which includes spectacle-
fitting or sight-testing. This suggestion, I venture to submit,
ought to receive the highest encouragement from the medical
profession as a step in the right direction for the benefit of
all concerned-the public, the trade, and the profession
itself. The present examination of the company only
covers the subject of applied optics up to a stage
which is short of the adaptation of glasses, while
at the same time fully 90 per cent. of the diploma
holders are daily engaged in this work. It is work needed
by the public and was a prerogative of the industry, indeed,
for centuries before the company undertook their modern I
system of examination. It must, then, be only right in the
interests of everyone that the diplomates of the company
should show by the ordeal of a proper examination that they
possess the necessary information-not only an acquaintance
with what they may and should do for the correction of

optical visual defects but an acquaintance equally with the
corresponding limitations, a sufficient knowledge of those
circumstances under which medical treatment or the advice
of an oculist may be necessary.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
May 18th, 1903. LIONEL LAURANCE.
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The Plague Epidemic.-The Loss of Life from Wild Animals.
THE outbreak of plague for this season in India has

passed its period of highest mortality and is now subsiding.
In the Madras Presidency, which has never returned more
than a few hundred deaths in a week, the mortality has
sunk to 24, but in the Punjab, where the outbreak was the
latest to develop, the deaths last week were 16,212. In the

Bombay Presidency, where we have been accustomed to note
thousands of deaths a week for a very long time past,
the weekly record has sunk to 1242. In Bengal also
the last return shows only 351 deaths and the recru-

descence in Calcutta has nearly died out. Bombay city
and Karachi are still suffering severely and 1160 deaths
occurred last week in the United Provinces. The total
mortality throughout India for last week was 20,264 as

compared with 24,335 for the previous seven days and with
28,146 for the week before that. Taking the figures
generally it is to be noticed that the outbreak has developed
later in the season and has lasted longer into the hot
weather. This, curiously, seems to be the feature of each
recrudescence as compared with its predecessor. In

Calcutta, however, so regular has been its incidence that the
number of deaths for any particular week can almost be
calculated beforehand. Another feature worth noting is the
similarity in the number of deaths for each outbreak in
certain places. Bombay city has had about 25,000 deaths
each season, Calcutta about 10,000, but other places have
varied considerably.

The Loss of Life from Wild Animals.
The destruction of life in certain parts of India by

wild animals can only be emphasised by recording figures.
In the Central Provinces alone 513 human beings were killed
by wild beasts and 1304 by snakes during the past
year. As a recent writer has endeavoured to minimise the
work of the Pasteur Institute at Kasauli it may be worth
mentioning that from this one district 56 people died from
rabies after bites received from jackals. This danger exists
over the greater part of India and the total mortality from
rabies is probably considerable. The great mortality from
snake-bite indicates the necessity of a more wide distribution
of antivenene. The Jubbulpore district stands out as in
particular danger from snakes. Over and above this
destruction of human life something like 12,000 domestic
animals were killed by snakes in the Central Provinces alone
-a pecuniary loss which the sporting. instincts of Europeans
and the rewards for natives do not seem to prevent.
May 16th.
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Walk from Manchester to Southport.
THE example set by the recent walk from London to

Brighton has soon been followed by a Manchester to South-
port walk. Whether this is the result of emulation or merely
an example of the imitative instinct existing in man and
some of the lower animals it is scarcely worth while
to inquire, but it is comforting to know that the art of

walking is not to get lost. Many of us would also
commend these walking contests as being harmless to the
ordinary users of the King’s highway. The main roads
of the country, even in comparatively remote districts,
are now so dangerous that timid or nervous people are
afraid to venture on them. They have got accustomed
to the comparatively innocent cyclist but they look with
dread at the motor-cycle as it rapidly approaches with its
tiresome knock, knock, knock-which, however, must be
looked on as tending to safety-and with horror at the motor-
car with its goggled, veiled, and dust-begrimed occupants,
leaving their taint behind them as refreshment for those who
have escaped destruction. Seriously, however, the roads are
being made almost unusable by ordinary people either for
walking, riding, or driving, for not only is the danger by no
means imaginary as the daily papers show, but the dust
nuisance is at times almost intolerable, and, of course, by
no means innocent of danger. Possibly the selfish
craze for immoderate speed on the ordinary high-roads
may subside by-and-by either as the result of convictions
for manslaughter or on more aesthetic grounds. In the
meantime one turns with some satisfaction to the record
made by 100 or 101 men who walked the 412 miles on
May 23rd between Manchester and Southport. The winner
covered the distance in 7 hours 11 minutes 8 seconds, while
the second man was only two seconds later, and the third
man was not far behind. The others tailed off for nearly
three hours, but the last got in just under 10 hours.
Two sisters 18 or 20 years of age, living in Moss
Side-from which district, curiously enough, the first and
second of the men hailed-started on their own account
rather earlier than the men and walked the whole distance
and said that they were in no way exhausted by their
10 hours’ continuous walking. It does not appear that there
had been much special training among the competitors but
most of them were fond of various forms of exercise. "There
were solicitors, stockbrokers, accountants, medical men,

chemists, bank clerks, warehousemen, a Walkden collier, a


